
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
February 11, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 

C. 30A §20, the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Breen, 

    Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio, Mr. Ahern 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

     Director of Student Services, John Queally, Ph.D. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:33 

p.m. by School Committee Chair Nancy Gallivan. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are 

located in School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Presentation regarding January Survey Update 

2. Presentation regarding Fall II Sports Update 

3. Copies of draft/revised Policies JFABD, JFABF, JKAA 

4. 2021-2022 Draft School Year Calendar 

5. 2021-2022 Draft School Committee Meeting Calendar 

6. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

7. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic and State of Emergency, on March 12, 2020, 

Governor Baker issued an Executive Order Temporarily Suspending Certain Provisions of 

the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20. Pursuant to the Order, public bodies are 

temporarily relieved from the Open Meeting Law’s requirement that meetings be held in 

public places, open and physically accessible to the public, so long as measures are taken to 

ensure public access to the bodies' deliberations "through adequate, alternative means." 

 

Citizens with a question or comment can join the meeting through the Zoom. The “chat” 

feature will be enabled at the “Citizens Comments” portion of the Agenda. Participants are 

asked to comment in the chat that they would like to speak, indicate your name and address 

in the chat and you will then be let into the Meeting. Please unmute your microphones at 

that time. If you have any questions regarding this process, or would like to send a 

comment in advance, please email mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll 

call. 
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RECOGNITIONS: 

 

1. Food Service - Our Cafeteria workers in the schools are outstanding and especially 

during this Pandemic. They have been delivering breakfasts and lunches to all students in 

classrooms. In addition, many of them participate in our Wednesday Food Distribution 

program that provides Walpole families with much needed items. The School Committee 

and Administration recognized and thanked them for helping to keep our students safe 

while providing them with meals  

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Brendan Mahoney, Walpole High School student representative to the School Committee, 

gave a report as follows: 

 

• The second week of the second semester at Walpole High is finishing up tomorrow, 

and the new semester is going very well. All students began four new classes last 

Monday, and are continuing on the hybrid learning schedule with two cohorts 

attending school on different days of the week. Winter sports such as basketball and 

hockey for both boys and girls are starting to wrap up, with most teams finishing 

their regular seasons this week. 

• The Fall Two sports season is scheduled to begin on February 22nd, and these 

sports include cheerleading, indoor track, and football. The registration for all Fall 

Two sports ends Friday, 2/12, at 4 PM, so all students who plan on participating in 

these sports must register and turn in all of their paperwork prior to this deadline. 

• All of these sports are beginning with strict guidelines for all players and coaches, 

including things such as perpetual mask-wearing and daily athlete wellness 

symptom checks, as well as no fan attendance. 

• Student Council organized a spirit week last week, in which there was a hat day and 

a pajama day for both cohorts when they were in school. 

• Student Council and Best Buddies are collaborating on the Polar Plunge, which is a 

fundraiser run by Special Olympics in which teams of people from different towns 

across Massachusetts compete by raising money for Special Olympics. After teams 

raise money, they plunge into the freezing cold water at a beach or body of water of 

their choice. We have already raised almost $1000 dollars, and we hope to meet our 

goal of $3000 prior to the end of the fundraiser! 

• Other clubs at Walpole High School have been organizing various events as well! 

Best Buddies created Valentine’s Day cards for teachers and other staff members at 

the High School on Wednesday to thank these educators who are working so hard 

during this difficult time, and we are distributing those cards at the end of this week. 

• The Mock Trial Team had their first match Thursday. The Photography Club met 

earlier this week to discuss their February photo theme, which was inclines and 

declines. 

• February 17th, the Speech and Debate team will be holding a fundraiser at Chipotle, 

and all of those who show the flyer and purchase food from 5:00-9:00 will have part 

of the proceeds go to the Speech and Debate team. The flyer can be found in the 

Principal’s E-notes. 
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• National Honor Society has been working hard to organize a scavenger hunt for 

people all across the Walpole area during February Break. The way that the 

scavenger hunt will work is that people will be able to gain access to the locations at 

which they can take a picture for points by donating to a charity and showing their 

receipt on a Google Form. After that, people will be able to follow the scavenger 

hunt list to take pictures at various landmarks across the Walpole area. Each picture 

will be worth a different amount of points, and top point scorers will have a chance 

at winning gift cards from local restaurants and businesses. The sign-up information 

will be sent out through the Principal’s E-notes, and will be posted on Facebook and 

other social media platforms for all to sign up. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Science Update – Mrs. O'Malley, Grades 6 - 12 Science Chairperson, gave an 

update on the science curriculum. Mrs. O'Malley discussed the Freshman Physics at 

Walpole High School. She reported that there is no new MCAS data because MCAS was 

not administered last year due to the pandemic. DESE requirements for MCAS this year are 

that 8th grade will take the science MCAS in the Spring. Freshmen will take the 

introductory physics exam. A date has not been announced yet for this exam. It is typically 

the first week in June and usually done in a week's window but that will need to be 

expanded due to students attending school in a hybrid model. 

 

DESE has indicated that Sophomores that did not take MCAS last year will be awarded a 

competency determination if they passed a class in science that corresponds to any of the 

science MCAS exams. They will be awarded credit and that will meet the graduation 

requirements. This will also apply to transfer students. 

 

Mrs. O'Malley indicated that they have been seeing positive results in the Freshman 

Physics. Students are demonstrating a deeper understanding of the science curriculum and 

the new vertical alignment is improving depth and understanding as students transition each 

year. A good deal of collaboration with the math department has shown more 

understanding of terms and graphing guidelines as students move through the curriculum. 

 

2. January Survey - Assistant Superintendent Hahn presented the results of the 

survey sent to parents in January. The comparison results of this survey and the results of 

the survey sent in October was provided. Mr. Hahn indicated many of the survey results 

remain positive and demonstrate a marked improvement in areas of teaching and learning. 

This improvement reflects the dedication and hard work by all staff to meet the needs of 

students. 

 

The areas below are areas which continue to need improvement based on the January 

survey results: 

 

• Social Emotional Learning (SEL) 

• Increased opportunities for students to connect with peers and teachers during in-

school and remote learning sessions 
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Walpole Public Schools takes the social and emotional well-being of our students very 

seriously. Current conditions create challenges for student connections, but we will 

continue to address these issues by: 

 

• Evaluating both in-school and out-of-school opportunities to connect students 

• Evaluating guidance curriculum that will increase opportunities for student 

connection and can be embedded in both hybrid and remote models 

• Continuing to seek opportunities to increase effective synchronous instruction for 

all students 

 

This feedback is crucial to help improve each student’s learning experience. Mr. Hahn 

thanked all parents and caregivers who took the time to complete the survey. He also 

thanked the staff, students, parent/caregivers, and the community for their continued 

resilience, collaboration, and commitment to achieving excellence in our school 

community. 

 

Walpole Public Schools is committed to provide the best educational experience for our 

students. 

 

3. Fall II Sports - Athletic Director Ron Dowd gave a Fall II Sports update. He 

indicated that both boys and girls track, girl’s volleyball, cheerleading and football are 

included in the Fall II schedule. Practices are expected to start on February 22, 2021. 

Games will begin approximately two weeks later and finishing on April 25, 2021. The 

season will be similar to the fall and winter seasons. There will be no out-of-league 

competitions and no MIAA tournaments. Mr. Dowd went through all safety modifications 

to these sports. He reminded the School Committee that if new information is received 

from MIAA, the Fall II sports season could change. 

 

4. First Reading of Policies JFABD (Homeless Students); JFABF (Educational 

Opportunities for Children in Foster Care) and JKAA (Physical Restraint of 

Students) - Dr. John Queally updated the School Committee with respect to changes to 

several policies. These changes were reviewed by the School Committee Policy 

Subcommittee on February 4, 2021. The School Committee will review these changes and 

vote at a later meeting on whether to accept them. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT/ASSISSTANT SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Mr. Hahn began by thanking the Walpole Department of Public Works (DPW) and our 

custodian crews who were able to clear the roads, parking lots, and school sidewalks so we 

could safely open our schools on Monday and ensure everyone was able to get home safely 

on Tuesday. 

 

A reminder to the community, when there is any chance of inclement weather, Dr. Gough 

monitors the weather forecasts and receives timely information from public safety, DPW, 

and school operations staff to assess school and road conditions. 

 

The children’s safety is always our first priority. 
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As you know, New England storms are not always easy to predict, but we appreciate your 

patience as we make decisions about keeping schools open, having an official snow day, or 

whether a remote day is more appropriate for our student’s learning. 

 

This week our 2nd grade students started a four day in-person schedule. Making this 

transition midyear can be challenging for educators and caregivers alike, but we are grateful 

to all stakeholders who have helped make this transition smooth. 

 

Many families have inquired about our plans once teachers are fully vaccinated. We 

continue to work with the Walpole Board of Health, district administrators, our health staff, 

and the teachers’ union to be prepared once we receive more guidance from the state and 

CDC. We will communicate our plans when more information becomes available. Our goal 

is to increase in-person learning when we can do so safely. 

 

As you know, February is Black History Month. Black History Month is an annual 

celebration of achievements by African Americans and a time for recognizing their central 

role in U.S. history. Our schools have planned many events, lessons, and displays to 

recognize the incredible contributions of African Americans in our history. Some highlights 

include: 

• At the elementary level, Digital Learning Coaches have created a Black History 

Month website of information, activities, and lesson ideas for our teachers to access 

and implement in the classroom. 

• The Walpole Multicultural Book Initiative has ensured that we have new books for 

elementary students that represent more diverse characters, authors and plots. 

• Our elementary Music and Art classes will be introducing African American artists 

in their classroom lessons. 

• Our media centers are promoting many great titles celebrating Black History Month. 

• All Elm and full remote students had a presentation by the Crocodile River Music. 

This fantastic African Arts in Education program presented their interactive dance 

workshop to each grade starting with a Live Art Studio Tour. 

• The Cultural Inclusivity Committee, made up of students and staff from the middle 

school, continue to meet to identify additional opportunities to celebrate Black 

History Month. As well as ways to apply those ideas in creating a series of 

awareness activities and programs about other marginalized groups beyond 

February. 

• Middle school staff and students have created displays about accomplished Black 

Americans on their doors and outside their classrooms. 

• In addition, students produced slideshows highlighting the contributions of 

prominent Black Americans which have been made available to teachers and are 

being shown during homeroom. 

• Teachers have created mini-lessons in ELA and Social Studies that showcase the 

varied contributions Black Americans have made to the history and culture of the 

United States and around the globe. 

• The high school lobby and social studies wing is filled with beautiful displays 

celebrating Black History. 
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• Classes at the high school will continue to participate in the Black History Month 

Research Biography Poster assignment that was created several years ago by WHS 

staff. 

• Student submissions will be on display on the 3rd floor of the high school 

throughout the month. 

• While celebrating Black History Month is a priority for Walpole Public Schools, 

our goal is to celebrate the contributions of African Americans everyday as part of 

our school culture, daily curriculum and lesson planning. 

 

With the February break approaching, please be reminded of Governor Baker's Travel 

Order. All visitors entering Massachusetts are required to produce a negative COVID-19 

test result that has been administered up to 72 hours prior to arrival in Massachusetts. If for 

some reason you are unable to be tested prior to leaving the higher-risk state, you must 

arrange to be tested within 24 hours of your return to Massachusetts. Please turn in any 

negative test results to your building’s School Nurse. While waiting for test results, your 

child must remain at home under quarantine and not return to school until a negative test 

can be produced or quarantine has been completed. Please visit https://www.mass.gov/info-

details/covid-19-travel-order if you have any questions. 

 

On behalf of Dr. Gough and the entire school department we hope our students and families 

find time to rest and relax over the February break. 

 

Don’t forget that Sunday is Valentine’s day, a great day to celebrate those we love. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Middle School Building Project - School Committee Member Mr. Breen gave a 

brief update on the current status of the Middle School Building Project. 

 

2. 2021-2022 School Year Calendar - The School Committee voted to approve the 

2021-2022 calendar. Teachers will return on Monday, August 30; students in grades 1 

through 12 will return Wednesday, September 1, 2021; PreK and Kindergarten students 

will return to school on Tuesday, September 7, 2021. The last day of school for Grades K- 

11, without snow/emergency days would be Wednesday, June 15, 2022. An additional 

early release day to be held on Friday, October 8, 2021, was added to the calendar. This 

calendar can be found on the District webpage. 

 

Motion: To approve the 2021-2022 School Year Calendar 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Geosits   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

3. 2021-2022 School Committee Meeting Calendar - The School Committee 

voted to approve the 2021-2022 School Committee Meeting dates. 
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Motion: To approve the 2021-2022 School Committee Meeting date calendar 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE ACTIVITY: 

 

A Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting was held on February 3, 2021 and a Policy 

Subcommittee Meeting was held on February 4, 2021.  The Policy Subcommittee was 

discussed previously during the first reading of revised policies.  Mr. Syrek discussed the 

Curriculum Subcommittee meeting and indicated they reviewed early literacy, math 

curriculum and ELA.  Mrs. Gallivan gave a summary of the recently virtually held TEC 

Legislative breakfast. 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Bill O’Connell thanked the School Committee for their time and thanked all educators 

for their great work and for being flexible. He has concerns about the block scheduling at 

Walpole High School. He expressed that his hope and urgency are to try to get our students 

back in school physically. He is concerned about the beginning of 2nd semester at Walpole 

High School and the lack of core subjects. He said some students won’t have math or 

science this semester which will make it 8 months before they are able to take those classes. 

He asked the School Committee to consider bringing the kids back to school on 

Wednesdays instead of remote learning. Possibly switching every other Wednesday for 

Cohort A and B. He further said he hopes the School Committee/Administration will have 

flexibility with the COVID numbers coming down so that this is not a lost year. He 

applauds Walpole Public Schools but his concern is increasing in-person learning. He 

realizes it’s a space issue and that the high school is not adequate – space wise. He said half 

the year is left and he doesn’t want this to be a lost year. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS AND DONATIONS: 

 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants stated on the list 

submitted by the Superintendent dated February 8, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 
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Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated February 8, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated February 8, 2021. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mr. Buckley   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  

Yes; Mr. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote:  7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the School Committee Public Budget Hearing Meeting 

Minutes of January 28, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of 

February 3, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 
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Motion: To approve the Policy Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of February 

4, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. 

Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  

Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Mrs. Gallivan reminded the School Committee that the School Committee is due to present 

to the Finance Committee on March 1 and March 4, 2021. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will be 

Thursday, February 25, 2021. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

William J. Buckley, Jr., Vice Chairman 


